
 

 
 
 
 

Call for Proposals 
Management of SME/Start-up Business Competition 

Support to Agricultural Entrepreneurs 
GROW Liberia 

 
The Programme 

GROW is a Sida-funded market development initiative utilising the ‘Making Markets Work for the Poor’ (M4P) approach 
to facilitate sustainable, pro-poor economic growth and stability across Liberia. Currently working in the oil palm, rubber, 
vegetable and cocoa sectors, the programme seeks to contribute to sustainable peace and poverty reduction through 
inclusive and integrated economic development in Liberia. Its objective is substantially increased incomes and 
employment opportunities for a large number of poor women, men and youth, created through agricultural market 
system change. 

 

The Concept 

Complementing its work across the four sectors, GROW seeks to launch an initiative targeting innovative SMEs/start-
ups with the aim of supporting entrepreneurship and encouraging ideas that promote the inclusion of smallholder farmers 
and poor rural populations within the agricultural value chain. This will take the form of a media-focused business 
competition involving financial awards combined with a package of technical capacity building support. GROW is 
seeking a firm/team of consultants to lead the design and management of the competition, as well as delivering tailored 
technical support packages to participants.   

The outputs of the competition will enable GROW to test and pilot a variety of innovative ideas to help promote SME 
growth and create commercially viable solutions to value chain gaps within the agricultural sector. Target areas might 
include, but are by no means limited to: support services for the agricultural sector (transport, packaging, information 
dissemination, IT solutions, etc.), and value addition (basic processing and conservation of agricultural produce). A 
focus on women and youth-led businesses is encouraged, as is an emphasis on renewable energy and climate-smart 
“green business”. 

Using a competition-based selection process, approximately 15 businesses will be awarded funds and extended tailored 
levels of business advisory support over a 10-month grant period. The competition will be divided into the following three 
categories of businesses (although some flexibility will be allowed between the categories depending on the types of 
applications received): 

1) Small and early stage businesses: This category will focus particularly on those businesses working directly 

with small-scale agricultural producers in Liberia, with an emphasis placed on women and youth-led 

businesses. Six awards of $1,500 each will be made. 

2) Mid-level SMEs: Six awards of $8,000 each will be made. 

3) Established SMEs: This category will target established SMEs with proven capacity and revenue, who 

propose new or expanded business activities that will yield new employment or expansion of the agricultural 

value chain. Four awards of $10,000 each will be made, with an additional $15,000 award for two of the four 

businesses based on demonstrated progress and impact in the market after six months. 

The financial awards will be supplemented by needs-assessed tailored technical support packages. Linkages to 
business resources including local Liberian banks will be encouraged and supported. 
 
The emphasis of all three competitions will be on businesses that: 1) take advantage of gaps or other opportunities in 
one of the value chains in GROW’s area of focus; 2) work directly with or directly impact small agricultural producers; 
or 3) demonstrate the potential for increased employment, improved quality, increased access to goods or services, 
and/or lower costs to end users.  
 

Specific responsibilities of the service provider 

 Finalising selection categories for the competition and designing a prize structure. 

 Identifying a pipeline of potential entrepreneurs/SMEs to participate in the competition, and deciding on the 

types of participant (i.e. established SMEs, start-ups or both). 

 



 

 

 Raising awareness for the competition among target groups, including the development of a website and 

other media content. 

 Designing an application/selection process and associated documentation, including the selection of an 

evaluation panel. 

 Identifying and approaching potential partners for the competition. This might include securing commercial 

sponsors such as a communications firm or corporate entity to host the award ceremony. 

 Designing and delivering tailored technical support packages to winners to assist in the development of 

business plans and their implementation. 

 Organising the logistics of the competition award ceremony, including publicity. 

 Post-award follow-up including monitoring and reporting on results to identify the number of smallholder 

farmers who have benefited from the initiative. 

 
Skills and qualifications of consultants 

The consulting team/firm should possess the following skills and experience: 

 A solid understanding of Liberia’s agricultural value chain and the dynamics and constraints within it 

 Demonstrated experience of designing and delivering business training to SMEs and start-ups, as well as 

more established companies 

 Experience of managing grants and financial awards to SMEs 

 Experience of organising and managing large events such as award ceremonies. 

 

Invitations to Tender 

GROW is currently inviting proposals from suitably qualified consultants/consultancy firms to undertake this assignment. 

Proposals should contain: 

 CVs tailored to the assignment 

 A summary of the firm’s/consultants’ past experience relevant to this assignment 

 A short description of your approach to undertaking the assignment centred around the delivery of a high 

quality business competition 

 A work plan detailing how you intend to fulfil the services within the suggested timeline 

 An itemised budget for both professional fees and reimbursable expenses, including fee rates, number of 

days and a breakdown of expenses. NB The grants will be administered by GROW and do not need to form 

part of the budget. 

 

Interested consultants/teams of consultants are invited to submit their proposals to opportunities@growliberia.com by 
17:00 GMT on 16th January 2017. 

 

Timeframe and Duration 

The project will begin in early 2017 with an initial duration of 12 months. 
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